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Endangered Democracy in Bangladesh 

Government uses Police force as oppressive tool 
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Aggressive Police Endangers Democracy in Bangladesh 

Executive Summery 

Police have been playing an aggressive role for suppressing the opposition in Bangladesh. At 

least 2 BNP leaders were tortured in police custody in Dhaka and Kishorganj. Raids have been 

conducted in homes and offices of the opposition members without warrants. More than 45 top 

leaders of BNP, BJI and other political parties were arrested in frivolous cases. Police has 

regularly attacked the rallies brought in support of Hartals all over the country. 
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Introduction 

Bangladesh Police have recently set some bad examples of in its role to handle anti government 

demonstrations. Repeated attacks, tortures in custody, filing malicious cases and attacking 

opposition leaders with little credible charge are some of the most serious allegations brought 

against the police during the current government. In last two months, the series of unlawful 

activities have reached to an alarming level. From top leaders to general activists of the 

opposition 18 Party Alliance all have been victim of unfortunate police practice due only to their 

political identity. 

Torture in Custody 

Inhuman Torture on Mohila Dal Leader 

One leader of BNP's associate body Mahila Dal Rehana Aktar Doli, who were arrested during a 

country wide Hartal, were inhumanely tortured in police custody. Marks of wound were visible 

in her body when she was produced before the court the next day. Black markes of wound in her 

waist and legs were swollen. Her condition was critical.
1
 The court rejected a remand petition 

and sent her to prison. Rehana Aktar is Vice President of 74 no. Ward Mohila Dal and a 

candidate of councilor for the ward. Her relatives informed that she was beaten by police on the 

night she was arrested in hte police station. Later she was shown arrested in a car burning case 

filed in the SHahbag station. She were brought to court carried by two policewomen. At one 

point she falled near the stairs of the first floor. Doli could not stand during the remand hearing 

and she vomitted there once.
2
 

BNP Leader Tortured in Kishorganj 

In Kishorganj, Senior Joint Secretary of district BNP Khaled Saifullah Sohel were severely 

tortured by poice during custody. Police seriusly 

injured his right leg making him incapable of 

walking indie the prison. His family members 

alleged that he was arrested on 28 April 2012 while 

on bail granted by hte High Court Division. Later 

police showed Sohel arrested in two fabricated cases 

of car burning. Many marks of injury were visible in 

different parts of his body. Later the doctor of Sadar 

Hospital reported the leg injury as a fracture and 

plustered over it. THe family said that Sohel was 

completely healthy at the time of arrest. 

                                                           
1
 http://www.prothom-alo.com/detail/date/2012-05-01/news/254442 

2
 http://www.amardeshonline.com/pages/details/2012/05/01/143087 
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However, when asked about the incident of torture, OC of Kishorganj Model Police Station Mir 

Mosharraf ourright dnied the allegation. But the Deputy Officer District Prison said that he has 

no sign of injury when he arrived he prison, but after returning to prison there was marks of 

injury.
3
 

Unwarranted Raids and Searches 

Police Raids in Jamaat Office 

Police conducted a raid in the Central Office of Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami and harrassed those 

who were working there. The activists and leaders were restrainted by the police from 

performing the affairs of the party. There was no search warrant issued by any court to search the 

BJI office.
4
 

Fakhrul's Wife Accused Police for Harassment in the Name of Raid  

On ???? at 5.40 am in the morning, 40 policemen entered the house of BNP General Secretary 

Mirza Fakhrul Islam for searching. About 15 policemen entered into the rooms and demanded to 

talk to Mr. Fakhrul despite being informed that Mr. Fakhrul was not at home at the moment. THe 

cops claiming to be from Uttara Police station entered into every bedroom and conducted search 

without any search warrant. They continued searching for more than half an hour when Fakhrul’s 

daughter Shamaruh and Son-in-Law were sleeping in one of the bedrooms. Also the surrounding 

apartments belonging to the neighbours were also searched although they were not accused of 

any case. Rahat Ara Begum, wife of Mirza Fakhrul said that if such harrassment continues by 

raiding citizens’ homes whenever the police wants, there will be no sign of democracy in the 

country. She said we were not prepared for such incident. We are a family of politicians but we 

did not commit any crime. 

However, Officer in Charge of Uttara Police station Khanadkar Rezaul Hasan claimed that they 

did not conduct this search and that any other government agency might have done this of which 

we are not aware.
5
 

Police Raid at Iliyas's House and Khaleda's Office at Midnight 

On 7 May 2012, Police raided in the house of disapperared BNP leader Ilias Ali and BNP 

Chairperson Khaleda Zia's office in the midnight. DB Police surrounded Khaleda's office at 11 

pm in hte night with Rapid Action Battalion members and policemen. Khaleda zia and other 

leaders of BNP were present at the time of this raid. THe raid lasted for more than an hour. 

Police also conducted a sudden raid in the house of Ilias Ali on the same day. Ilias Ali's wife 

Tahsina Luna expressed her concern about such an unpexpected search in the midnight in her 

house when the police has failed to tell the whereabouts of her husband for more than a month. 

At 1 am when every one were sleeping, some policemen kept ringing hte calling bell and asked 

                                                           
3
 http://www.amardeshonline.com/pages/details/2012/05/20/145819 

4
 http://www.dailysangram.com/news_details.php?news_id=85994 

5
 http://www.dailysangram.com/news_details.php?news_id=84154 
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the gate keeper to open the gate. Mrs Luna said if they have any thing to know why dont they 

come in day time?
6
 

Disappearances 

Increasing occurances of picking up people by persones in civil dress claiming to be members of 

law enforcing agencies have caused panick among general people. The incidents of 

disappearances are increasing day by day. White microbuses are used in such cases of picking up 

to unknown places. 122 persons are missing including BNP leader Ilias Ali in the last 27 months. 

Some of their dead bodies are found in varius places while no information is available about the 

rest. Such disappearances are seen by many as an alternative of extra judicial kilings. Picking 

people in hte name of state agencies without producing hem before a court within 24 hours is a 

violation of law and human rights.
7
 

Attacks and Arrests 

45 Opposition Leaders including Fakhrul Sent to Jail 

On 29 april 2012, one car was set to fire and vandalised in front of the prime minister’s office 

during the countrywide general strike called by teh BNP lead 18 Party Alliance. Tejgaon Police 

filed a case on this incident under the Speedy Trial Act and made BNP General Secretary Mirza 

Fakhrul Islam and 44 other leaders of teh opposition alliance.  

Later on 11 May 2012, police arrested Mirza Fakhrul and 33 other opposition leaders on charge 

of burning a car. The charge sheet submitted by the police was accepted and the leaders were 

sent to prison. Chief Metropolitan Magistrate Irfan Ullah rejeced the bail petitions and sommitted 

the detained leaders to jail. He rejected the petition for extending the bail of Barrister Mahbub, 

MP. The court also issued warrants of arrest against three Jamaat-e-Islami leaders namely Acting 

President Maqbul Ahmed, Dhaka Metropolitan Secretary Nurul Islam Bulbul and Shibir 

President Delowar Hossain Saidee.
8
 

Police Opens Fire during Hartal   

On 30 May 2012, Police attacked on the opposition by firing at protesters, beating, torturing and 

arrests marked the secnond Hartal called by BNP and 18 Party Alliance demanding the release of 

the missing BNP leader Ilias Ali, whose whereabout is still unknown. Police arrsted 10 people in 

the capital during the general strike. Of them 2 are from Paltan, 5 from Mipur, 2 from Ramna 

and 1 from Sutrapur. 

The same day, opposition parliamentarians gathered in a protest rally in the Parliament Area 

where the ruling party members led by Opu Ukil and Fazilatunnesa Bappy attacked on them near 

southern gate of the NAM apartments.  

                                                           
6
 http://www.amardeshonline.com/pages/details/2012/05/19/145737 

7
 http://www.amardeshonline.com/pages/details/2012/05/19/145735 

8
 http://www.dailysangram.com/news_details.php?news_id=85987 
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Police opened fire and charged with sticks on Jamaat activists leaving several of them injured 

when they brought out a procession in support of Hartal in Jatrabari area of the capital. 4 Jamaat 

activists were arrested by police. Police also attacked on opposition rallies in Jaypurhat, 

Sirajganj, Comilla, Noakhali and Gaibandha districts with tear shells, rubber bullets and sticks.
9
 

33 Leaders Sent to Kashimpur Jail 

33 top leaders of the opposition alliances were arrested and sent to Kashimpur prison for a case 

of car buring during a country wide general strike of Hartal demandinf the release of M Ilias Ali, 

the disappeared BNP leader. Among them are Mirza Fakhrul Islam, Khairul Kabir Khokan,  

Shafiul Alam Pradhan, Oli Ahmad, Andaliv Rahman.
10

 

Police Attacks and Arrests  

Police attacked BNP leaders in the Hartal called by 18 Pary alliance demanding hte release of 

opposition leaders and withdrawal of false cases. BNP activists were kept out of th e party office 

by police barricade. Mijanur Rahman Minu, the Education Secretary of BNP were severely 

injured in police attack. Police teared down his dresses and dragged him along the street. Four 

leaders were arrested by police including Khairul Kabir Khokan and Syeda Ashifa Popi.
11

 

Jails Contain 5 Times the Capacity 

Prisons in Bangladesh are overloaded with prisoners five times the actual capacity of prisons. 

Most of the prisoners are detained in political cases filed by the government. Violation of human 

rights is very frequent in htese prisons. there is not adequate cells for VIPprisoners. Total 66 

prisons in Bangladesh has a capacity of 27,291 persons while the actual number of prisoners is 

more than 100,000 at this moment. THe most severe condition is of Dhaka Prison where 10,000 

prisoners are held with the capacity of 2,700 

prisoners only. 

Many top leaders of BNP and Jamaat-e-Islami are 

held in prison in various politically motivated cases. 

Leaders are charged with petty offences such as 

picketing, vandalism, thrwoing bricks to police etc. 

Hundreds of opposition activists are detained for 

months without any trial.
12

  

Politically Motivated Cases 

Hundreds of Cases Against Top BNP Leaders 

Police have continuously been filing cases against the leaders of the main opposition party BNP. 

Only the Zia family members are accused in 25 different cases. Khaleda’s one son Arafat 

                                                           
9
 http://www.dailysangram.com/news_details.php?news_id=84161 

10
 http://www.amardeshonline.com/pages/details/2012/05/19/145736 

11
 http://www.dailysangram.com/news_details.php?news_id=85619 

12
 http://www.dailysangram.com/news_details.php?news_id=85709 
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Rahman has gone through a sentence and another son Tareq Rahman is staying abroad for 

medical reasons wiht numerous pending against him. 

One of BNP Secretaries Ruhul Kuddus Dulu is made an accused in 32 cases. Former Education 

Minister Ehsanul Haq Milon is on the second position with 31 cases. After them are  

Habibunnobi Khan Sohel with 16, Shohid Uddin Chowdhury Anny with 14, Aman Ullah Aman  

with 9, Nazim Uddin with 9, Mirza Abbas, Sadeq Hossain Khoka and Dr Khondaka Mosharraf 

with 6 cases each filed in their name. The cases include 2 for murder, 7 under Special Powers 

Act, 2 for explosive substance use, one for concealing information of property and others are for 

attacking police, vandalism, extortion etc.
13

 

In Kaliakoir of Gazipur, 25 BNP activists were made accused of a case filed by police alleging 

that they vandalised vehicles and respriceted public officials.
14

 

Violation of Fundamental Rights 

This incidents police attacks and tortures in custody indicate the serious scenario of falling „rule 

of law‟ in Bangladesh. The Republic is 

bound to ensure security and safety of life 

and property of every citizen. Furthermore, it 

has responsibility to ensure citizens‟ 

fundamental rights guaranteed by the 

Constitution. But, by torturing detainees in 

custody, Govt. has grossly violated his 

fundamental rights.  

Article 35 of the Constitution of People‟s Republic of Bangladesh says that, “No person shall be 

subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman, or degrading punishment or treatment.”
15

 But Police 

have violated this right by torturing BNP leaders Doli and Sohel in custody. On the other hand 

article 43 of the constitution protects every citizen from unwarranted search and raid.
16

 But raids 

in Jamaat and BNP office and in Ilias Ali‟s house in the middle of the nights without any warrant 

were sign of great disrespect to this right. The disappeared persons are deprived of the right 

stated in article 33 which states that very person who is arrested and detained in custody shall be 

produced before the nearest magistrate within a period of twenty four hours of such arrest.
17

 

Violation of Human Rights 

The unprovoked attack of peaceful rallies followed arbitrary arrests of opposition leaders and 

restraining from lawful procession violated some very basic human rights which Bangladesh is 

                                                           
13

 http://www.dailysangram.com/news_details.php?news_id=86000 
14

 http://www.dailysangram.com/news_details.php?news_id=85937 
15 Article 35, the Constitution of the People‟s Republic of Bangladesh 
16

 Article 43: Every citizen shall have the right, subject to any reasonable restrictions imposed by law in the 
interests of the security of the State, public order, public morality or public health- to be secured in his home 
against entry, search and seizure. 
17

 Article 33 of Bangladesh Constitution. 
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committed to protect. The practice of oppression on the opposition party activists amounts to 

defiance of freedom of association and assembly recognized by Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights.
18

 Bangladesh is a signatory of International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

(ICCPR) 1966 which incorporated certain fundamental human rights. Bangladeshi security 

forces cannot impose unreasonable restrictions on the right of peaceful assembly held in 

accordance with law as provided article 21 of the Covenant.
19

 By inhumanely torturing the 

participants of the Hartal rally, the police also disrespected the human rights of protection from 

torture and cruel treatment.
20

 

Under article 9 of ICCPR, Bangladesh cannot impose any unreasonable restriction on the right of 

every person to be protected against arbitrary arrest or detention. This article states that, no one 

shall be deprived of his liberty except on such grounds and in accordance with such procedure as 

are established by law.
21

 But the mass arrest following the opposition demonstration amounted to 

the deprivation to this basic human right. 

Violation of Rule of Law 

In the preamble of the constitution of Bangladesh, it is said that it shall be a fundamental aim of 

the State to realise through the democratic process a society in which the rule of law, 

fundamental human rights and freedom, equality and justice, political, economic and social, will 

be secured for all citizens. Rule of law means that the people will be governed not by the 

arbitrary will of the persons in power, but according to the definite principles of law and justice. 

But the government has seriously undermined the process of rule of law by torturing the 

opposition leaders and activists. 

The recent crackdown against opposition in the procession of BNP and BJI violates the 

democratic spirit as was contemplated in the fundamental principles of the state policy 

mentioned in the constitution. The hundreds of cases filed against 18 Party Alliance leaders is 

not a good sign for democracy. When the opposition of a government is treated in the same 

manner as the rebellion against the state, democracy cannot flourish in that country. 

Role of Police 

The police have played a very unacceptable role in by attacking peaceful processions by the 18 

Party Alliance during Hartals. The law enforcing agency has violated the constitutional right of 

                                                           
18

 Article 20 of UDHR: (1) Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association. 
19

 Article 21 of ICCPR: The right of peaceful assembly shall be recognized. No restrictions may be placed on the 
exercise of this right other than those imposed in conformity with the law and which are necessary in a democratic 
society in the interests of national security or public safety, public order (ordre public), the protection of public 
health or morals or the protection of the rights and freedoms of others. 
20

 Article 7 of ICCPR: No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment. 
21

 Article 21 of ICCPR: The right of peaceful assembly shall be recognized. No restrictions may be placed on the 
exercise of this right other than those imposed in conformity with the law and which are necessary in a democratic 
society in the interests of national security or public safety, public order (ordre public), the protection of public 
health or morals or the protection of the rights and freedoms of others. 
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the citizens to gather in lawful assemblies. Assault on opposition activists and unjustified use of 

force in the previously declared political program were beyond their legal duty to maintain law 

and order. The police took a violent approach and fired rounds of tear cell and rubber bullets on 

the protesters who had no arms whatsoever. The police also beat everyone in the spot 

indiscriminately with sticks and kicked them to disperse the assembly which was not meant to be 

violent in any respect. 

Hundreds of opposition activists including 33 top leaders of 18 Party were arrested and 

prosecuted by police on the charges of car burning and restraining the police from duty. The 

charges were groundless on the face of it as the accused leaders were not present at the place of 

incident of car burning and the police started actions in every incident of clash which was 

evident from the video shown in the news media. Nevertheless Police filed numerous cases 

against the arrestees for assaulting law enforcing agencies marking another instance of abuse of 

power. 

Role of Government 

It‟s the duty of the government to trace those who are disappeared by the law enforcing agency. 

Article 32 of our Constitution guaranteed the right of life. The Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights 1948 incorporated a provision that says: Everyone has the right to life, liberty and 

security of person.
22

 It‟s pertinent to point out here that, the constitution of Bangladesh pledges
23

 

to respect the International Laws and moreover Bangladesh has signed that Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights. So, our Govt. cannot ignore its liability to find out any concealed 

citizen as it‟s one of the recognized human rights everywhere in the world. Our law enforcing 

agencies should try to ensure the best welfare for its citizens. The government failed to protect its 

citizens from the torture and attacks by police. No departmental actions were taken against the 

policemen who violated law. On the other hand, the government itself undermined democratic 

environment by prosecuting the opposition leaders and putting them behind the bars in false 

cases. 

State is an organization that tries its best to ensure the maximum security and safety of its people. 

But, when the ruling party of that state becomes indifferent to its basic work and engages itself in 

the repression of its oppositions, then the activity of that state can best be termed as “State 

terrorism”. This type of terrorism is defined as a system of political domination based on the 

spreading of terror in society. It is characterized by a systematic and massive criminally 

repressive policy, implemented by the State agencies. 

The government should have cooperated in holding peaceful programs for the sake of democratic 

development. But it has played quite the opposite role by not taking any departmental steps 

against the unjustified use of force by the members of law enforcing agencies, which worsened 

the situation. The administration has failed to check the violations of legal rights of the 

                                                           
22 Article 3, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948 
23 Artilce 25, the Constitution of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh 
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democratic organizations by the police and such failure is a great threat to the rule of law in 

Bangladesh. 

Recommendations 

 The police must stop oppressing the opposition activists for participating in 

demonstrations against the government. The opposition parties should not be prevented 

from exercising democratic right to hold political meetings. 

 The leaders of the opposition must be released immediately. The malicious cases filed by 

police for harassing the BNP and Jamaat activists should be withdrawn. 

 Departmental proceedings have to be brought against the police members who have been 

involved with unlawful attack, torture and assault on innocent citizens. 

 The administration should stop using the police force as a weapon for oppressing the 

opposition parties. The government must ensure that the police perform its duty within 

the limits set by law 

 The civil society and media must raise the issue of continued illegal attacks and raids 

conducted by police under the protection of the administration to various forums. Human 

rights organisation must address the incidents of cruel torture committed by the members 

of law enforcing agencies. 

 International community must consider while making any decision about their relation 

with Bangladesh the issues of human rights violation and torture by the police force. The 

issue of unjustified violence by police must be addressed seriously. Donor agencies 

should ensure that no person is tortured or humiliated due to his involvement with any 

political or other organization. 

 Use of police in civil dress to pick up citizens to unknown places must be stopped. 

 

 

 


